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                    Prairie Festival 2026 - Celebrating 50th Anniversary of The Land Institute

                    June 1, 2023, Salina, Kansas: The next Prairie Festival will be held in 2026 in conjunction with celebrating the 50th Anniversary of The Land Institute. We will not have a festival this fall or in ‘24 or ‘25.

Until then, The Land Institute will dedicate the next few years to building the broader perennial movement. Our home place will continue to persist in the Central Great Plains Smoky Hill River hub, and we’ll seek to deepen and broaden the international movement in new and different ways. We’ll return to our roots by intensively engaging small groups of staff, partners, and advocates to explore big ideas for the future. We’ll engage with policymakers, the broader agriculture community, and civil society on diverse perennial grains, perennial cultures, and issues that impact the reconciliation of humans, our place, and our responsibilities within nature.

Stay up to date with all of the events, local and far afield, by subscribing to our e-news, following us on social media, and checking out the events page on our website. Check out our video library if you’d like to see presentations from past Prairie Festivals.

                


                        
                            
                    
                        
                            

                            

                        

                        Transportation & Directions


                    
                    
                        Prairie Festival is held at The Land Institute in Salina, Kansas, USA.

Salina is located at the junction between Interstate 135, running north and south, and Interstate 70, running east and west.

Nearby airports include Salina Airport, Wichita Dwight D. Eisenhower National Airport, and Kansas City International Airport. Car rentals are available at each airport, along with some shuttle services.

                    

                

                            
                    
                        
                            

                            

                        

                        History


                    
                    
                        The first Prairie Festival occurred in 1979 on Sam and Terry Evans’ farm near Salina, Kansas, with David Brower as the featured speaker. Since then, our signature annual public event has drawn thousands of attendees worldwide.

Held over the last weekend of September along the banks of the Smoky Hill River on The Land Institute’s home campus outside Salina, Kansas, the festival revolves around “low tech” presentations by notable guests in The Land Institute’s Big Barn.

The Prairie Festival offers a unique opportunity to interact with some of the world’s most compelling authors, thinkers, artists, and advocates focused on agriculture, food, the environment, science, sustainability, and social and environmental justice.

Our science staff provides tours and an in-depth update on our plant breeding and ecology work and partnerships. There’s excellent food and music, the Hedge Fire Circle, and always a few surprises. Join us for the “intellectual hootenanny,” that has become a remarkable can’t-miss event on the prairie.

                    

                

                            
                    
                        
                            

                            

                        

                        Past Festivals


                    
                    
                        Videos of talks and presentations from previous Prairie Festivals can be viewed in our Video & Audio Library. To see the most recent speakers, visit  2019 speaker presentations on our YouTube channel.=
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                The Land Institute
                    The Land Institute is a 501(c)(3) non-profit research organization based in Salina, Kansas, that was founded in 1976. The Land Institute co-leads the global movement for perennial, diverse, truly regenerative agriculture at a scale. Our work, led by a team of plant breeders and ecologists in multiple partnerships worldwide, is focused on developing perennial grains, pulses, and oilseed-bearing plants to be grown in ecologically intensified, diverse crop mixtures known as perennial polycultures. The Land Institute’s goal is to create an agriculture system that mimics natural systems to produce ample food and reduce or eliminate the negative impacts of agriculture. Through transdisciplinary research and collaborations, The Land Institute builds learning communities to help society cross the threshold into diverse, perennial grain agriculture. 
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